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Purpose: This study was designed to identify dentists’ perceptions of dental ethics education and to provide guidance on
the direction of education.

Method: A focus interview was planned, but due to restrictions of COVID-19, the research was conducted by written in-
terviews. Based on the methodology of the consensus development program, the expert panel was invited as co-researchers
and the result was circulated in the panel group to reach an agreement.

Result: Through the interview, the purpose of dental ethics was identified as the acquisition of professionalism and nor-
mative knowledge. Ethics education should go beyond content delivery and be reflected in student growth and evaluation
across dental colleges. Afterward, future dental ethics should deal with issues of medical advertisements, artificial intel-
ligence, and practice delegation.

Conclusion: Based on the interview results, the paper presents a set of dentists’ virtue. Also, integrated dental ethics cur-
riculum and dental ethics rounds were discussed as feasible alternatives to formal, didactic ethics lectures.
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Table 1. Interview Questionnaires for Researchers ‘Hé)
K
Aims of Dental Ethics Education ro
1. What are the main aims of current dental ethics teaching in the dental college? ﬂg
2. How successful are the aims of ethics teaching from dental ethics education in the dental college and continuing dental >
education, in your opinion? %
3. What changes (if any) do you think should be made to these aims and why? >
10
Teaching 5%
4. What key contents do you think should be included for the core ethics curriculum and why? bt
5. On knowledge, skills, and attitudes, which do you think dental ethics education should focus? What teaching/learning >
methods can be used to develop knowledge, skills, and attitudes in ethics? re
6. If you were designing a new dental ethics curriculum, what would be your preferred teaching contents or methods for H
knowledge, skills, and attitudes in ethics?
7. If you were designing a new dental ethics curriculum, what would be your preferred assessment methods for knowledge,
skills, and attitudes in ethics?
8. In your opinion, what is the best stage (or stages) of a dental course for learning about ethics (i.e. school years, degree
courses, continuing education, etc.) and why?
9. What is the balance between critical medical ethics (for example, ethical theory, analysis, argument) and normative medical
ethics (for expected behavior in given situations, including professional and legal obligations) in the college education?
10. Do you think the balance between critical and normative medical ethics is needed? Please explain why/why not.
Environment
11. What is the balance between lecture/seminar based teaching and ward/clinic/general practice based teaching?
12. Do you think the balance between classroom based and practice based teaching is needed? Please explain why/why not.
13. What do you think about the relationship between learning in medical ethics and medical law?
14. What do you think about the relationship between learning in medical ethics and medical humanities?
Strengths and Weaknesses of Dental Ethics Teaching
15. Do you think the introduction of dental ethics education is essential to the dental college and why?
16. What are the features behind the success of the ethics teaching in the dental college?
17. What causes the ethics teaching to fail in the dental college?
18. Can you suggest methods by which any unsuccessful aspects could be improved?
Future of Dental Ethics
19. Which topics should dental ethics education cover in the future?
20. Do you think dental ethics education can present new opportunities for dentistry?
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Table 2. Dental Ethics Competencies
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* Articulate the ethical commitments of dentistry.
* Describe and employ the basic concepts of dental ethics.
* [dentify moral issues that arise in dental practice.

* [dentify moral conflicts and formulate the dilemma as a question.

* Discuss ethical issues with peers.

* Resolve ethical dilemmas in a basic form with supporting reasons from professional ethics.

* [dentify matters that need further investigation.

* Employ bioethical literature to the issues and refer advanced matters to the bioethicist or senior dentists to resolve.
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