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Necessity of Minor Tooth Movement For Restoration of Implant Prosthesis
Youngjin Cho
Seoul DR dental Clinic

When attempting to place a dental implant in a missing area, there is often not enough room for the restora-
tion because the surrounding teeth are tilted toward the missing area, there is an diastema, or the antagonistic
teeth are extruding into the edentulous space. To create a functional and aesthetically pleasing prosthesis in such
cases, it is essential to pre-establish a sufficient and normal-sized restorative space to achieve a more natural-
looking restoration. As part of the pre-implant treatment process, minor tooth movements can be performed to
achieve this goal. The importance of orthodontic treatment in relation to implant therapy is often overlooked,
but simple orthodontic tooth movements of adjacent teeth before the completion of implant prostheses can yield
significant improvements. Implant therapy performed without correcting abnormal spaces can lead to vari-
ous biological and mechanical complications, highlighting the substantial value of such orthodontic treatment.
Here, representative cases encountered in clinical practice involving common horizontal and vertical space is-
sues and their resolution through orthodontic intervention before completing implant prosthodontic procedure
will be introduced.
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