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A study of Gyeonggi-do dentists’ opinions on the
model of registered dentists for the elderly
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Purpose: This study aimed to examine Gyeonggi-do dentists’ opinions on the model of registered dentists for the
elderly.

Materials and Methods: An online survey was conducted from June to August 2025, among members of the
Gyeonggi-do Dental Association. Of the 4,690 members, 392 dentists participated (response rate = 8.4%), and
387 samples were analyzed after excluding 5 responses with inappropriate answers. The questionnaire was con-
structed with general characteristics, service items, and willingness to participate. Frequency and cross-tabulation
were analyzed using IBM SPSS Statistics ver. 26.0 (IBM Corp, Armonk, NY, USA), with significance at @ = 0.05.
Results: Half of the respondents were in their 50s and most worked in dental clinics. The perceived needs for every
service item were high; oral examination, professional oral hygiene care, and scaling showed the highest neces-
sity within each category. Patient history review and professional oral hygiene care were the greatest necessity in
dentists with longer practice experience, whereas preventive service was rated higher by women and those with
the least experience (p < 0.05). Most respondents suggested that individuals aged 65 years or older be the best
target group, and 87.6% expressed willingness to participate. No significant differences were found in general
characteristics for these questions (p > 0.05).

Conclusion: Gyeonggi-do dentists recognized the importance of a preventive-oriented approach and the shift
toward long-term care in the model of registered dentists for the elderly. It is necessary to include perspectives
from various stakeholders, such as local government officials, to develop feasible strategies for implementation in
future studies.(J Korean Dent Assoc 2026, 64(3): 55-62)
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Table 1. General characteristics of the study participants
[number (%)]

Characteristic Category Total Male  Female
Total 387 (100.0) 301(77.8) 86(22.2)
Age* < 40s 136 (35.1) 97(32.2) 39(45.3)

50s 173 (44.7) 136 (45.2) 37 (43.0)
> (0s 78(20.2) 68(22.6) 10(11.6)
Type of institution  Dental hospital ~ 7(1.8)  5(1.7)  2(23)
Dental clinic 380(98.2) 296 (98.3) 84(97.7)
Region Northern region 83 (21.4) 68 (22.6) 15(17.4)
Easternregion  99(25.6) 73(24.3) 26(30.2)
Southern region  36(9.3)  28(93) 8(9.3)
Central region 139 (43.7) 132 (43.9) 37 (43.0)
Years of practice* {10 years 87(225) 53(17.6) 34(39.5
10-20 years 105Q27.1) 89(29.6) 16(18.6)
> 20 years 195(504) 159 (52.8) 36 (41.9)
Clinic Number of <3 units 81(22.0) 59(04) 22(27.8)
size  dental units 4 units 109(296) 89(308) 20(253)
5 units 66(17.9) 54(187) 12(15.2)
6 units 49(13.3) 39(135) 10(12.7)
> 7 units 63(17.1) 48(16.6) 15(19.0)
Number of 1 dentist 265 (72.0) 218 (75.4) 47 (59.5)
dentists” ) denis 69188 46159 23(291)
> 3 dentists 34092 2587 9(11.4)
Number None 47(12.8) 34(11.8) 13(165)
ﬁigeeﬁi Ihygienist  83(226) 64(221) 19(241)
2 hygienist 73(198) 57(19.7) 16(203)
3 hygienist 44(120) 37(128) 789
4 hygienist 42(11.4) 34(11.8) 8(10.1)
>5 hygienists 79 21.5) 63 (21.8) 16(20.3)
Other staffs None 70(19.00 55(19.0) 15(19.0)
1 person 80 (24.2) 720249 17(215)
2 person 1081(29.3) 81(28.0) 27 (34.2)
3 person 60(163) 49(17.00 11(13.9)
> 4 persons 41(11.1) 32(11.) 9(11.4)

* p € 0.05 by chi-square test
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Table 2. Necessity of oral health service items by general characteristics [number (%)]

Oral examination items

Preventive care items

Optional
treatment items

frem Category Number questionnaire Oral OFal Toothbrushing Preventive Professignal X-ray .

analysis  examination astiifrrlfnt instruction ~ service ;ﬁ:giféft taking Scaling

Total 387 368(95.1)  383(99.0) 379979 3728400 315(814) 378(97.7) 380(98.2) 367 (949)
Sex Male 301 283(040) 297987 293(973) 288(957)  238(79.1) 292(97.0) 296 (94.0) 297 (943)
Female 86 85988  86(100.0) 86(1000) 84(97.7)  77(895)  86(1000) 84(942) 85(96.5)

Age < 40s 136 125019  1330078) 132007.1) 127(934) 117(860) 131(963) 132(97.1) 132(97.1)
50s 173 167965  172(994) 170(983) 168(97.1) 136(786) 170(983) 170(983) 172 (99.4)

> 60s 78 76074)  78(1000) 770987 77087  62(786) 770987  78(100.0) 78 (100.0)

Type of Dental hospital 7 7 (100.0) 7(100.0)  7(100.0) 7(100.0) 6857 7(100.00  7(100.0) 7(100.0)
SO el clinic 380 36109500 376089 3720979) 365006.1) 309(813) 37197.6) 373(982) 375(987)
Region Northern region 83 77 (92.8) 82(9088) 81(97.6) 80(964)  69(83.1) 82(988)  82(98.8) 82(98.38)
Fasternregion 99 97(980)  98(99.0) 97(980)  95(960)  81(818)  95(960)  97(98.0) 97 (98.0)

Southern region 36 34(944)  36(1000) 36(1000) 350972 29818  35(972)  36(100.0) 36(100.0)

Central region 169 160 047) 167988 165(97.6) 162959 136(81.8) 166(98.2) 165(97.6) 167 (98.8)

Years of (10 years 87 83 (95.4) 86(98.9)  86(98.9) 83(95.4)  79(908) 86(989  85(97.7) 85(97.7)
Practice 1490 years 105 950005 10381 100052 990943  82(781)  99(989) 103 (98.1) 103 (98.1)
> 20 years 195 190(974)  194(995) 193(990) 190(974) 154(790) 193(99.0) 192 (985) 194 (99.5)

Clinic size - < 3 units 81 750920 800988 790975 790975  63(778)  79(975)  79(975) 80(989)
g‘elrlﬁsf;;fts 4 units 109 103045 1060972 105963 104954) 83(761)  103(943) 106(97.) 107 (982)
5 units 66 640700  66(1000) 650985  61(924)  56(848)  65(985)  65(985) 65(985)

6 units 49 470959 49(1000) 49(1000) 470959  45(918)  49(100.0) 49 (100.0) 49(100.0)

> 7 units 63 6196.9) 232 63(1000)  62(984)  52(91.8)  63(1000) 62(98.4) 62(98.4)

Hyes Hno

Questionnaire analysis

Oral examination

Oral hygiene assessment

Toothbrus hing instruction

Preventive service

Profeesional oral hygiene management
X-ray taking

Scaling

=]
=

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Fig. 1. Dentists perceptions of the necessity of individual oral health service components in the registered
dentist program for older adults in Gyeonggi Province



Table 3. General characteristics and overall perceptions of the elderly dental care program [number (%)]

Target age group

Willingness to participate

Item Category Number
> 65 years =70 years =75 years Yes No
Total 387 225(58.1) 122315 40(103) 339 (87.0) 48 (12.4)
Sex Male 301 178 (59.1) 93 (30.9) 30 (10.0) 296 (940) 297 (943)
Female 86 47 (54.7) 29(33.7) 10(11.6) 84 (94.2) 85(96.5)
Age < 40s 136 125(91.9) 133 (97.8) 132 (97.1) 116 (85.3) 20 (14.7)
50s 173 167 (96.5) 172 (99.4) 170 (98.3) 151 (87.3) 22 (12.7)
> 60s 78 76 (97.4) 78(100.0) 77 (98.7) 72(92.3) 6(7.7)
Type of institution Dental hospital 7 3 (42.9) 2(28.6) 2(28.6) 7(100.0) 7(100.0)
Dental clinic 380 222 (58.4) 120 31.6) 38(10.0) 332 (87.4) 48(12.6)
Region Northern region 83 50 (60.2) 21(25.3) 12 (14.5) 70 (84.3) 13(15.7)
Eastern region 99 58 (58.6) 31 (31.3) 10 (10.1) 83 (88.9) 11(11.1)
Southern region 36 19(52.8) 13 (36.1) 4(11.1) 33(91.7) 3(83)
Central region 169 98 (58.0) 57 (33.7) 14 (8.3) 148 (87.6) 21 (12.4)
Years of practice (10 years 87 55 (63.2) 25(28.7) 7(8.0) 79 (90.8) 809.2)
10-20 years 105 62 (59.0) 33(314) 1095) 85(81.0) 20(19.0)
= 20 years 195 108 (55.4) 64(32.8) 23(11.8) 175 (89.7) 20(10.3)
Clinic size: number < 3 units 81 42(51.9) 27 (33.3) 12 (14.8) 71(87.7) 10(12.3)
of dentalunits ¢ g 109 60650 41676 8(73) 04(862)  15(138)
5 units 66 59 (89.4) 16 (24.2) 8(12.1) 59 (89.4) 7(10.6)
6 units 49 43 (87.8) 10 (20.4) 5(10.2) 43 (87.8) 6(12.2)
> 7 units 63 57 (90.5) 23 (36.5) 463) 57 (90.5) 609.5)
moverbb ®mover/0 mover/b Eyes Wno

Fig. 2. Dentists opinions on the appropriate
target age for the registered dentist program for
older adults in Gyeonggi Province.
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Fig. 3. Dentists’ willingness to participate in the
registered dentist program for older adults in
Gyeonggi Province.
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